compared with its anterior surface, is turned more than twice as often to the anterior wall of the abdomen of the mother; and the second, in which the same surface is turned towards the posterior wall.1 In either of these positions, we are taught that the head lies towards the one or the other iliac fossa, and the body in an oblique direction over to the other side, the presenting shoulder forming the most depending part of the foetus, or that with which the examining finger necessarily first comes in contact.
In the great majority of instances this is true, but there are cases in which the shoulder is the presenting part, and yet the body of the foetus does not lie in the transverse direction to anything like the degree almost universally assumed in regard to shoulder presentations. Smellie, in 
